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New Facility Allows PM DWTS to 
Support Warfighters

Linda Valenzano

During the early days of Operation

Iraqi Freedom, people leaving

the Program Executive Office 

Enterprise Information Systems (PEO EIS)

at Fort Belvoir, VA, in the evening would

often have to step around engineers in

the lobby who were loading transit

cases with communications products 

for shipment to Southwest Asia (SWA).

That is no longer necessary, thanks to a

new facility in Springfield, VA, from

which PEO EIS’ Project Manager Defense

Communications and Army Transmission

Systems (PM DCATS)/Product Manager

Defense Wide Transmission Systems (PM

DWTS) provides Combat Service Support

Satellite Communications (CSS SATCOM)

systems and support to warfighters.

Supplying our troops on the front line with
timely logistics support will improve
dramatically with the fielding of improved
CSS SATCOM systems.  (U.S. Army photo
by SGT Michael Abney, 55th Signal Co.
(Combat Camera).)
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CSS SATCOM systems — which 

include CSS Very Small Aperture 

Terminals (VSAT) integrated with 

wireless CSS Automated Information

Systems Interfaces (CAISI) — increase

readiness by giving CSS Soldiers in the

field the ability to electronically trans-

mit supply requisitions and receive

near-real-time status reports on their or-

ders 24/7.  This capability enhances

force protection by greatly reducing the

need for Soldiers to get into convoys

and risk being ambushed while hand-

delivering disks containing detailed lo-

gistics orders to other locations, or in

traveling to maintenance meetings,

which they can conduct “virtually” via

CSS VSAT/CAISI.

The new facility, located in an indus-

trial park, includes all components

needed for PM DWTS to provide a

total support package for CSS SAT-

COM systems, including CSS 

VSAT and CAISI

laboratories; 

classroom space for training users in

CSS VSAT and CAISI; a customer

support area from which the PM

DWTS team monitors conditions of

CSS SATCOM networks around the

world; and office space for project

management, engineer-

ing, fielding team and ad-

ministrative personnel.

“My staff is totally dedi-

cated to meeting

warfighters’ requirements

and turnaround times for

CSS SATCOM sys-

tems,” said MAJ

Michael Devine,

PM DWTS’

CSS SATCOM

Assistant Prod-

uct Manager

(APM).  “We

provide support

and services 

24/7.”  

Devine and his staff hosted a grand

opening March 1, 2005, at which

time PEO EIS Kevin Carroll; COL

Lee Price, PM DCATS; and LTC 

Earl Noble, PM DWTS, toured 

the new facility.

CSS SATCOM
Program History 
Carroll noted that the

CSS SATCOM program

had roots in research done

in the early 2000s by engi-

neers George Knizewski

and Ron Keller, who

started a laboratory to ad-

dress how to run Web ap-

plications that PEO EIS

was developing for logistics

community users.

“Our lab began looking to

commercial satellite and

testing our STAMIS [Stan-

dard Army Management

Information Systems] applications with

it,” explained Carroll.  “At the same

time, our technical personnel began try-

ing wireless solutions for our CAISI

program, with the idea that logisticians
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CSS SATCOM

systems increase

readiness by

giving CSS

Soldiers in the

field the ability to

electronically

transmit supply

requisitions and

receive near-real-

time status reports

on their orders

24/7.  

PEO EIS Kevin Carroll (right) and
APM CSS SATCOM MAJ Michael
Devine thank their staff during the
grand opening of their new facility
in Springfield, VA, March 1, 2005.
(U.S. Army photo by Linda
Valenzano.)

Benjamin Pinx (left), CSS VSAT fielding
team, and MAJ Michael Devine, APM
DWTS, adjust a unit during 3ID’s STAMIS
gunnery at Camp Beuhring, Kuwait.  (U.S.
Army photo by Stephen Larsen.)
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would no longer have to drag wires

along the battlefield.”

In October 2002, the call

came from the Coalition

Forces Land Component

Command to provide a

wireless CAISI solution

for Coalition Forces in

Southwest Asia (SWA).

After coordinating with

units that had priority be-

cause of deployment

schedules, PM DWTS

started fielding wireless

CAISI to units in SWA in

December 2002, com-

pleting the fielding in

March 2003. 

“After the war began, you could 

often find the CAISI guys in the PEO

EIS lobby in the evening, preparing

products for shipment to the field,”

said Carroll.

In April 2003, Carroll assigned PM

DCATS to acquire proof-of-concept

and end-state SATCOM

for all future PEO EIS

satellite connectivity 

requirements — thus

starting the CSS VSAT

program to provide 

reachback for CSS units

and integrating CAISI 

with CSS VSAT to 

provide last-mile wireless

connectivity.

“PM DCATS rose to the

occasion and really took

the programs to another

level,” remarked Carroll,

relating how warfighters

gave rave reviews to the CSS SAT-

COM systems in SWA and during

training rotations at the National

Training Center, Fort Irwin, CA —

leading to LTG Claude Christianson,

the Army Deputy Chief of Staff, G-4

(Logistics), budgeting for 770 VSATs

across the Army.

According to Devine, PM DWTS has

fielded 40 CSS SATCOM systems to

the Army’s first unit of action, the 3rd

Infantry Division (3ID), Fort Stewart,

GA, which is now using the systems in

Iraq; 32 CSS SATCOM systems to the

101st Airborne Division (Air Assault),

Fort Campbell, KY; and is currently

fielding 24 CCS VSATs to the 10th

Mountain Division (Light Infantry),

Fort Drum, NY.

LINDA VALENZANO provides contract

support to PM DCATS/PEO EIS.  She has

a B.S. in mathematics from the University

of Maryland. 
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PM DWTS has

fielded 40 CSS

SATCOM

systems to the

Army’s first unit

of action, the 3rd

Infantry Division,

Fort Stewart, GA,

which is now

using the systems

in Iraq.

CSS VSAT provides reachback for CSS units and integrates CAISI
with VSAT to provide critical wireless connectivity on the battlefield.
Here, WO2 Angel Montero, CSS Automation Management Office
3ID, works with Communication Systems Operator SPC Tony
Robinson.  (U.S. Army photo by Stephen Larsen.)
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